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Beaverton has hope
for restaurant
renaissance
 Stephanie Basalyga

 Thursday, August 29, 2019

 Restaurant Row reflects a focused effort to boost
food and beverage options in the suburban city.

Earlier this summer, the City of Beaverton sent out a call

to Portland metro area developers, business

professionals and restauranteurs, inviting them to a

meeting in a building at the corner of Southwest

Farmington Road and Watson Avenue. The city wanted
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improvements offers up to $100,000 for interior

architectural design services and construction for

business with a focus on food and beverages.

A D V E R T I S I N G | Continue reading below

Herron and business partner Travis Blasingame tapped

one of the grants for minor interior improvements to one

of the commercial spaces on the ground floor of La

Scala.

Herron, who also owns a firm called Big Idea Group that

offers project management and design-build services for

restaurants, originally worked on the space for a woman

who opened a business there called House Games.

When the woman closed the business to relocate to

Seattle, Herron and Blasingame decided to open Karver

in the space.

"It's a good spot," Herron said. "It has a good feel to it."

The business partners used their grant money from the
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city to do some interior changes to the space, created art

for the walls and tapped a local woodworker to create

custom benches and chairs.

Since opening in early April, the eatery and its signature

sandwiches and handmade sides have attracted a

steady fanbase, to the point that Herron said he and

Blasingame are looking to open additional Karver

locations in more Westside communities, such as Tigard

and Lake Oswego.

Well begun, not yet done

A D V E R T I S I N G | Continue reading below

The major jump in popularity for businesses along

Beaverton's Restaurant Row hasn't been without a

growing pain or two. On busy nights, streets become a

snarl of traffic. Herron and the Andersons also pointed to

a lack of parking in the historic downtown as something

that could end up deterring people from supporting food

and beverage businesses in the area.

City officials are aware of the issue and are trying to

work with business-owners in the area to find solutions,

according to Michael Williams, Beaverton's economic

development manager. Those fixes will need to be more

than temporary, however.

For one thing, there are several new housing projects

either in the planning stages or already under

construction in the area.
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For another, the city still has plans to add to Restaurant

Row. Bids for proposals for the Beaverton Bank Building

space are due by early September. An eatery called

Whole Bowl is expected to open a walk-up window

location in a small space on Watson Avenue. Nearby, on

the corner of Southwest First Street, renovations are

under way on the Dr. Mason Building. Lionheart Coffee

plans to open in the front part of the building while a

ramen restaurant will move into the back portion. Across

the street, a building used as a dance studio is slated to

eventually become a sushi restaurant

"There's more planned," Cheryl Twete, the city's

community development director, said. "By this time next

year, the number of restaurants in the area will have

doubled."

For nearly two weeks starting next month, from Sept. 26

to Oct. 6, participating restaurants in downtown

Beaverton will offer unique menu items in addition to

their normal menus. The event is designed to provide

opportunities to discover the diverse flavors of downtown

Beaverton and discover a new favorite restaurant — or

10.
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Quality local journalism takes time

and money, which comes, in part,

from paying readers. If you enjoy

articles like this one, please

consider supporting us. 

(It costs just a few cents a day.)
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